Wool Insulation Offers Sustainable Warmth

Through the generosity of the Rural England Prosperity Fund Projects, an initiative
of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, we have been able to successfully upgrade the

loft insulation here at Whitchurch Silk Mill, with a focus on sustainable sources.

Using a tender process, we chose Loft Insulation Experts, Andover to remove the
old glass insulation and replace it with sheep’s wool insulation - a relatively new
technology in modern building practices. Sheep's wool is a natural, renewable
material and a sustainable option, as sheep are shorn annually and have regular
wool regrowth. Moreover, wool can absorb and release moisture without losing
insulating properties, so will help prevent mould and mildew. This will therefore

improve the environment for our Staff, Volunteers and Visitors.

We expect the insulation to reduce annual energy consumption by around 6750
kWh, preventing 2457 kg of CO2 emissions per year. Therefore, this improvement

aligns with the council’s Climate Change and Air Quality Strategy.

Our Mill Director, Sue Tapliss, said: “This project will leave a legacy that will benefit
the environment, the local community, and the economy for years. We are very
grateful to the Rural England Prosperity Fund for their support of our treasured
Mill.”

Penny Way, Trustee of Whitchurch Silk Mill Trust, commented that “by enhancing
the Mill’'s energy efficiency, this project ensures sustainability and continued
operation as a community hub and heritage site. The project’s success highlights
the meaningful impact on heritage conservation and community development, and
we thank the Rural England Prosperity Fund Projects for seeing the valuing in

supporting this.”

This is yet another move towards a more sustainable future here at Whitchurch Silk
Mill and we are extremely grateful to be able to access the funding in order to

support our mission.

To view our environmental statement, click here.


https://whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/environmental-statement/
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