Sustainability in Our Silk

Silk is crucial to our mission here at Whitchurch Silk Mill, so it is important to carry out our
process in a way that respects the environment. This means working with companies that
align with our moral values throughout the silk weaving process, starting right from the
beginning with our yarn supplier. Our biggest supplier, Ongetta, is verified with many
industry-leading certifications in environmental sustainability, signalling their efforts in

reusing, recycling and organic fibre production.

Sustainability is often a hot topic of the textile industry, yet discussions can sometimes be
performative, without real action. Therefore, we wanted to choose a supplier that actively
pursues sustainability and allows us to weave a product that stems from an organic and
natural resource. Here, we explore the certifications of our supplier, Ongetta, and what this

means in terms of the environment.
Greenpeace Detox Commitment

Ongetta is part of the Greenpeace Detox Commitment, which aims to eliminate
emissions of dangerous substances that are often released during production. In
this way, Ongetta have also ensured they take a preventative approach, not only
eradicating harmful emissions from their current processes, but also taking pre-
emptive measures to avoid the release of dangerous chemicals in their future

methods.

Global Recycle Standard

The main aim of the Global Recycle Standard is to reduce waste as much as possible,
favouring the implementation of products derived from recycling procedures. These
procedures are in full compliance with a set of environmental criteria that Ongetta must
follow to obtain this certification.

Ongetta recycles 100% of the waste from their production procedures, co-operating with
research laboratories to create innovative materials incorporating silk waste. In addition to
this, Ongetta solely uses resources created with 100% reusable materials in both production
and in the packaging of their goods.


https://ongetta.eu/en/sustainability/
https://ongetta.eu/en/sustainability/

Global Organic Textile Standard

Ongetta is the first twisting facility certified by the Global Organic Textile Standard for the
production of organic yarns. GOTS is the world leader in defining organic fibre production
standards, implementing company compliance with requirements linked to toxicity and
biodegradability of chemical inputs. Therefore, Ongetta produces 100% silk, which is organic
and free of harmful chemicals.

Standard 100 By OEKO-TEX

OEKO-TEX is an internationally recognised certification used for textiles that have been
tested for harmful substances. It sets the benchmark for textile safety, from yarn to finished
product. This comprehensive analysis of safety provides reassurance from Ongetta that their
silk is safe to use and will have no negative effects on human health.

In addition to these certifications, it is important to also bring attention to the origins of silk;
the silk filament obtained from silkworms that live on mulberry trees. Silk is the only fibre in
the world that generates more oxygen than it consumes and it has been confirmed that silk
production has no negative impact on global warming! Planting mulberry trees requires no
pesticides or chemical substances, protecting biodiversity and providing income for rural
communities. Therefore, by choosing Ongetta as our primary supplier, Whitchurch Silk Mill
invests in products with valuable impact and supports a more sustainable future in silk.

As sustainability is so important to us, we are aiming to highlight the ways in which we work
sustainably throughout our process. In a future post, we will explore how we take this
responsibly-sourced silk and implement it in our weaving process, as well as ways in which we
work considerately to support the environment.

In the meantime, why not check out our social media pages for updates on our process?

Our Facebook page can be found here: https://www.facebook.com/WhitchurchSilkMill/

Our Instagram page can be found here: https://www.instagram.com/whitchurchsilkmill/
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